Chart 60, Number 04 


Husband: JOSEPH SMYARS 


Born: 

Married: 

Died: 1819 Monmouth County, NJ 
Buried: 


Father: 
Mother: 
Wife: 
Born: 
Died: 
Buried: 


Father: 
Mother: 


Issue: Born: Where: 





1) JOSEPH SMYARS c1773 
2) MARGARET SMYARS 
3) REBECCA SMYARS 


Three spellings of the surname have been found in records: SMIRES, SMIERS, and SMYARS 
which the subject used in his will. Appending Senior and Junior is more problematic. In his last 
Will and Testament, our subject identified himself as JOSEPH SMYARS SENIOR, his son as JOSEPH 
SMIRES SENIOR, and his grandson as JOSEPH SMIRES JUNIOR. His son JOSEPH used SMIRES for 
most of his life. JOSEPH SMIRES appears on the June 1793 Tax Ratable list for Upper Freehold 
Township. This could be the subject or his son. 

A JOSEPH SMIRES appears in the Upper Freehold Militia, 7" unit, in 1793 and this could be 
father or son.' A family story of uncertain origin, relates that the powder horn used to load the 
rifle of JOSEPH is extant and in possession of a descendant. If it does indeed exist, this author has 
no clues as to its current whereabouts. The surname SMIRES/SMYARS does not appear in the 
Revolutionary War card file in the NJ State Archives. However there were others with this 
surname that did serve during the Revolutionary War: ROBERT SMIRES was in Company I of the 
11" NJ Infantry and DANIEL and EZEKIAL SMIRES were in Company G of the | I"NJ Infantry. 

JOSEPH owned two or three tracts of land over the course of his life; the phrase more or 
less is problematic — how much more or less — one acre or five acres? One of the three properties 
detailed next goes missing after a certain date which could be due to two descriptions of the same 
tract being different, e.g. 50 acres more or less and 55.08 acres, or there were three separate 
tracts. It is thought the first one he owned contained 55.08 and was in his possession prior to 
1793 when he had to pay property tax in Upper Freehold Township; of course the tax could have 
been for a different property all together. He was definitely in possession of this size tract by 
1802 and it could refer to the next deed. He bought 50 acres more or less in Upper Freehold 
Township from AARON LONGSTREET of Middletown on 1 May 1797. The beginning point of the 
lot description is a stake standing on a course thirteen chains (8,580 feet or 1.5 miles) northwest 
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of a Bridge over the South Meadow Run where the road crosses said Run that leads from 
Emley’s Mill and parts adjacent to Coward's upper saw mill on the South Branch of the 
Meteteconck and about a Mile and a half distant from the Bridge over Lahaway Brook called 
Elisha Lawrence’s Bridge. The deed is not indexed in the Monmouth County Deed books. He 
took out a mortgage from AARON LONGSTREET on the same date with the Principal sum of 
twenty nine Pounds proclamation Money silver dollars at seven shillings & six pence each, 
payable on a certain Bond or Obligation bearing even date herewith. The tract actually 
contained 54.9 acres; see property maps at end of file. The mortgage was cancelled on 10 
November 1802.” On 10 December 1802, JOSEPH SMIERS, of Upper Freehold Township, bought a 
tract of land containing 59.45 acres from ROBERT MONTGOMERY for £37 10s. This tract actually 
contained 55.6 acres. For this he gave the seller his bond in the amount of £30 12s 2p and 
mortgaged the property back to him on 14 December 1802.° The first corner of the tract in the 
deed is about 200’ northeast from the northeast corner of JOSEPH SMIERS dwelling house; this 
reveals that JOSEPH owned property prior to this purchase. Later records indicate that the property 
was in present-day Jackson Township, Ocean County and a mortgage places it on or near Mount 
Holly Road. An identifying reference for measurement purposes in a later deed is a bridge in the 
south meadow." 

ROBERT MONTGOMERY filed a complaint in the Inferior Court of Common Pleas for 
Monmouth County on 4 January 1807 against JOSEPH SMIRES for the unpaid balance on the 1802 
bond (£30 12s 2p) plus interest through 20 April 1807 (£9 6s 3p) totaling £39 18s 5p or $106.46. 
At the April term of the Court the complainant requested a judgment in the amount of $222.29 
for the bond ($106.46), costs ($15.83), and damages ($100.00). The Court found for the plaintiff 
in the amount of $212.92. JOSEPH appeared in Court in July to acknowledge the debt and present 
JOHN DEBOw as his guarantor of payment. The Court issued a Writ in October 1808 ordering the 
sale of any property he had. JAMES LLOYD, Sheriff offered the property for sale but there were no 
buyers and, as of 11 January 1808, the property remained in the Sheriff’s possession.” It is not 
certain what became of this debt and there is no cancellation notice appended to the mortgage. 
The fact that the tract does not appear as part of his Estate means either the supposition that the 
same tract was described in two different ways is valid or, as the Court ordered, it eventually was 
sold by the Sheriff. 


From the information obtained thus far, it appears JOSEPH'S wife died before he did. 
JOSEPH SMYARS, SEIGNIOR of the township of Upper Freehold wrote his will on the 1“ of October 
in 1819. He left his bed and bedding to his dear grand-daughter HENNENET, all his property to 
his well beloved daughter MARGARET during her lifetime and then to his dear grandson JOSEPH. 
The surname is spelled SMyARS and SMIARS in this record.° He named his daughter MARGARET 
as sole executrix. His signature was witnessed by JOHN FRANCIS, LEWIS DAY and ELIZABETH 
CLUTCH. An inventory done by LEwIs DAY and FENWICK SHAW on 10 January 1820 lists 
furniture, bedding, implements of husbandry and a debt of $1.00. As this debt is a credit to the 
estate, it was a debt owed by someone to JOSEPH. LEWIS DAY had done the appraisal on the estate 
of JOSEPH’S son the previous year. The property bought before 1802 was adjacent to the 1802 
purchase; it contained 55.08 acres and was passed to the grandson JOSEPH as specified in the 
Will. The disposition of the 59.45 acre property did not follow JOSEPH’S written wishes. As with 
the other tract, this one was left to his daughter MARGARET and then his grandson JOSEPH. 
Instead, this tract, bought in 1802, was divided into six equal shares. His grandsons, JOSEPH 
SMIRES, JUNIOR and ROBERT SMIRES, sons of JOSEPH SMIRES, SENIOR, each received an 


undivided one-sixth share. The disposition of the four remaining shares is unknown as no 
reference to them has been found in any records reviewed. One possibility is that a certain value 
in shares was turned over to ROBERT MONTGOMERY in payment of the 1808 Court judgment, 
assuming that it had yet to be paid. JOSEPH SMIRES, JUNIOR sold his share to his brother ROBERT 
in 1825.’ ROBERT, in turn, sold his '/; share in the property on 12 May 1839.° It can be assumed 
that a one-third share was inherited by each child since that would have been JOSEPH SMIRES, 
SENIOR’S share had he been alive. This correlates with his 3 known children. His son JOSEPH 
SMIRES, SENIOR dies before the property is divided so an undivided '/, share was inherited by 
each of his children: JOSEPH, ROBERT, CHARLOTTE and ELIZABETH. There is a granddaughter 
HENNENET who would receive a '/, share which leaves a single '/, share unspoken for which 
means there is one unidentified grandchild (the division of shares being equal). No deeds have 
been found in Monmouth County through 1855 that reflect a sale by his estate or by his 
granddaughters CHARLOTTE and ELIZABETH or their husbands and HENNENET has never been 
identified. 


1) JOSEPH SMYARS: adopted SMIRES at a young age. He married NANCY THOMAS on 20 March 
1796. Their story is continued in a separate section. 


2) MARGARET SMYARS: no information known except that she apparently died between 1819, 
when she is found as an heir in her father’s will, and 1825. The 55.08 acre property left to her 
by her father had a stipulation that, after her death, the land would be given to his grandson 
JOSEPH SMIRES, JUNIOR. Since JOSEPH SMIRES, JUNIOR was in possession of this tract in 
1825, it is logical to assume MARGARET had died. What became of her one-third share in the 
59.45 acre farm is unknown. 


3) REBECCA SMYARS: married DAVID ELLISON, 25 October 1804, Monmouth County.” The 1830 
census of Upper Freehold Township has an entry for a DAVID ELLISON JUNIOR, 20 — 30 years 
old, with a 60 to 70 year old female.'’ The entry for 1840 has the same two in the next higher 
age group plus a male 10 — 15 years old.'! A review of deeds reveals no recorded sale of 
property in Jackson Township for either DAVID or REBECCA. A DAVID ELLISON does buy 
property in Plumsted Township on 16 September 1854 from the estate of WILLIAM G. 
MALSBURY, son of GILBERT MALSBURY and SARAH BURGESS. Details are in their file. 

a) ELIZABETH ELLISON: born c1809. Married _ HALEY. Died 10 June 1870 in 
Polhemustown, Upper Freehold Township, Monmouth County.” 
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Joseph Smiers purchase, 10 December 1802 


Joseph Smyres purchase, 1 May 1797 


59.45 acres near the road to Mount Holly in Upper 


50 acres "more-or-less" in Upper Freehold Township; Freehold Township; today in Jackson Township. 
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CENSUS NOTES 





> 
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1870: John SMIRES (46 years old), wife Mary, children Henry, Joseph, John C., Katie 
and Ivins appear in the 1870 U.S. Census, Burlington Co., NJ; New Hanover Twp., Post 
Office at Bordentown, p.768, family 388, dwelling 359, lines 35-40 and p.769, line 1; 
Nat'l. Archives microfilm M593, reel 857. 

1880: Wrightsboro, New Hanover Tp.,p. 472B, line 39, appears John and Mary with the 
same children plus Elvin H., 7 y.o. as grandson. 

1860: Rebecca Smires (b.1794)(1860, Plumsted Twp., Ocean Co., p.29); 

1860: Daniel Smires (b.1844)(1860, Plumsted Twp., Ocean Co., p.44); 

1830: Margaret Smires appears with three females in Upper Freehold Twp, page 360. 
1840, Margaret Smyers with 2 females in Upper Freehold, p.209, next to: 

1840: John Smyers with a wife and 3 children. 

1910 Census, Upper Freehold Tp. (ED 114, Sht 247, Ln 1): Charles SMIRES, 45 y.o., 
with wife Margaret, 31 y.o. Married 1 year. Margaret had 4 ch. from previous marriage to 
? DAY, 2 are enumerated: Addie, 7 and May, 4. This Charles is possibly the same as the 
one mentioned on the stone in Creamridge Cem. 


Creamridge Cemetery: 


> 


Elizabeth, wife of Charles Smires, aged 42, died 24 July 1902; along with 2 infant 
children. 


IMMIGRATION: 





> SMYER, Eliza. & Johan; Philadelphia, 1733; "Pennsylvania Merchant"arrived from 
Rotterdam (Holland). 18 Sept. 1733. "List of PalatinePassengers on 'Pennsylvania 
Merchant’, Pennsylvania GermanPioneers, Ralph B. Strassburger, 1964, 
Genealogical Publishing Co., (Call # 974.8 St 7645) Vol. 1, p. 122 and Vol. 2, p. 
117(Found in Filby's Immigration Records, Original set, p.123) 


>» SMEYER, Philip came on same ship as above. Also see "Names of Foreigners 
Who Took Oath of Allegiance to Pennsylvania" Pennsylvania Archives Series 2, 
Vol. 17, Genealogical Publishing Co. (Not at LDS) (Found in Filby 1983, p. 92; Eliza. 
& Johan, above, are on p.93) 


> SMEYER, Johannes and wife and 4 children; "Embarkation Lists of Palatines from 
Rotterdam" Public Record Office in England; 1/119, 6-10, 19-26, 61-72, 58-65, 79-82. 
3rd Party Embarkation, June 5 to June 10, 1709. See also "The Embarkation Lists 
From Holland" Early 18th Century Palatine Emigration, Genealogical Publishing 
Co., 1965. (Call #973 K 749) (Found in Filby 1985, p.258) 


Monmouth County records: 
Marriages 


> Smires, John m. Richardson, Rebecca; 19 January 1828. 

> Francis, Johnson m. Smires, Charlotte; 14 March 1821. 

> Coward, Alexander m. Smires, Jane A.; 16 September 1830. "of Upper Freehold" 
Proceedings: 

> Smires, Sarah H., volume 17, page 62, died 22 April 1913, Ellisdale. 


Burlington County records: 
> Smyers, John; son born to Dennis & Elizabeth, 20 Sept. 1865, New Hanover Tp. 
> Smyers, Sarah, daughter of John of Philadelphia, m. Theodor S. Pullen, son of 
Benjamin of 'Pullentown' Burlington Co., on 1 January 1865, Chesterfield Tp. 





Landgrant: 


> SMIRES, Lewis rec'd land grant March 1807 in Chilliothe Ohio Land Office district, 
range 19, Twp. 12, section 9. Records of the Bureau of Land Management, Nat'l. 
Archives microcopy 25, roll 3, p.312. 


East Jersey Proprietors, Board of —no indexed deeds for Smiers, Smyars, Smires, Smyers (2018) 
BOOK: SMYERS Family, at Newberry Library, Chicago, IL 


SMYERS, Lexington, MA, birth, marriages & deaths, 1898. Call No: 389 E 
69495.502. 








‘New Jersey in 1793; Norton, J.S.; 1973; (Salt Lake City, Utah); p.431 
2 Monmouth County Mortgages, Book C, p. 205, recorded 10 May 1797. 


3 Monmouth County Deeds, Book N, page 552, recorded 25 January 1803; Monmouth County Mortgages, Book D, p. 272, 
recorded 10 January 1803. 


4Ocean County Deeds, Book 33, page 462; Estate of Joseph Smires (grandson) to Joseph H. Burk; Monmouth County 
Mortgages, Book N, p. 331, recorded 10 September 1845. 


5 Monmouth County Clerk, Archives, Court of Common Pleas (1723-1850) 1808; Robert Montgomery v Joseph Smires, Freehold. 
Copies of original obtained online through their Open Public Records System at oprs.co.monmouth.nj.us; note in file states 
the proceeding was also recorded in Liber E of Executions, folios 165 & 6. 


6 Monmouth County Wills, 1819, Joseph Smyars, Sr.; Monmouth County Inventories, 9335M, Joseph Smires, 1819; and 
Monmouth County Inventories, 9322M, Joseph Smyars, 1820. 


7™Monmouth Co. Deeds, Book K2, p.226; recorded Aug.1825 

8 Monmouth County Deeds, Book X3, page 490, 24 July 1839. 

9 Monmouth County Marriages, Book A, p.80 

10 1830 US Census: New Jersey, Monmouth County, Upper Freehold Township, page 345. NARA microfilm M19. 
11 1840 US Census: New Jersey, Monmouth County, Upper Freehold Township, page 205. NARA microfilm M704. 


12 "New Jersey, Deaths, 1670-1988," database, FamilySearch, Elizabeth Haley, 10 Jun 1870; citing , Polhemustown, New 
Jersey, United States, Division of Archives and Record Management, New Jersey Department of State, Trenton.; FHL 
microfilm 584,590. 


